Bear Dick, v\ &/2S/15 

It has become open season a-ssassiiiation fakes. With publishers involved and 
claimed large sums of money as expression of publisher interest. 

hot only McDonald. I got four other names last night. All California nut country 
and all Peastersald connected. Also with claim to Church committee interest, too. 

McDonald returned to California on schedule. However, ho declined the inter- 
view he had promised my friend. His reasoasStsrr* a orders. Without Starr's approval 
no interview. Starr failed to return a number of calls so my friend, who knows him, 
called Fenstorwald, who load no reluctance in telling all about the content of the 
McDonald new version. Even what is not in it, s±ssk like the detail I got from McDonald 
about where "Saul" was located. 

My friend told McDonald "I'll goj( with what I've got if you don't talk," so 
McDonald called Starr at his hose and got Mm to talk to my friend. John>*f tried very 
pleasantly to talk my friend out of it on the claim that "hundreds of thousands of ” 
dollars are riding on this.” He added that he represents AP, they want the story, 
and he is not giving it to than. Whatever happened to the four weeks Sandy Smith 
spent out there for Iise?4ad that McDonald story about his story being all ux> and down 
the west coast?) 

Hy friend told Starr this was silly talk because he knew (I’d told him) several 
people who had seen the ms. that had been kicking around for three years and had spoken 
to some, that there just was no secret. He then proceeded to tell Starr some of the 
content, including wnat is not in the book, where "Saul." was supposed to have been, 
the more outlandish of assassination hour-long lurks, in a lady’s room. Starr didn't 
even ask him how he knew although McDonald had told us Monday, (it was from *ensterwald. ) 
Stair had no way of knowing what my friend knew or how because he has to know that 
the old ms has been around for years, which is how I was able to get a copy so fast. 

When Starr would not budge and McDonald heeded Starr my friend went with Ms 
story, aired Friday. It was learn than complimentary, which is hardly what it will be 
when and if the whole fake is known. My friend covered the entire Garrison fiasco 
and has been on this story for tea years to ray knowledge. % is not alone among 
reporters and talk-show peofLe in having followed the story closely and with enough 
knowledge without priming to demolish these fakes. (More on this follows .barney should 
take note.) 

McDonald did confirm the long and friendly reiationsMp with Fens tern aid. Fenster- 
wald did not deny the rssiak j lawyer-client reiationsMp and did affirm a long and close 
one (of which I've known since not later than 1 969). 

The story aired is the essence of the book. There was little reaction from, others 
in the media, which did not go for it. That it was less than. coEplisnetary is my 
friend’s description of Ms own words. 

I have questions about a pro like J ohn stonewalling like this when he knows the 
reporter already nas the information he needs. After the story had been aired without 
McDonald's name on McDonald’s promise of an interview after Ms return. These questions 
would be Stronger if Barney had not turned the deal down or if John did not have anther 
in view. My even agreed to hold off as Starr asked if Starr would agree to a 

taped interview with McDonald . until Starr authorized release of it. Starr could easily 
have agreed to this if all he wanted was a short period of silence. In the course he ” 
took Starr generated the maximum possible interest. Either sees way it went could have 
served Ms purposes, I think, without knowing Ms immediate objective. 

Ky friend was not able to sake as thorough a check as he and I'd iiave w»! at 
the track. Those to whom he spoke estimated McDonald’s salary at about $40,000. They 
all told him that playing the races there is ground for dismissal but it is still 
common employee practise. 

A£ter taping the story that was aired my friend then flew off to the other 
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fakers, down in San Diego, The names I remember are Richard ^opkin and his wife, Don 
Freed and one Jeff Cohen, I hare all thX3 taped with assent. I spoke to my friend 
just before going to bed and there is no point in remembering ICXja of the details. 

^opkin is rabid on this subject, professor of philosophy that he is. Interestingly 
he also began with the Hot York Review, an article that grew into a bad book that is 
on the one band a nasty ripoff of the earliest three books end on the other e justi- 
fication of the terror Coamission. (Avon did the book and tried to get ms to file an 
injunction to publicise the book before publieation.$&eir initiative, not mine.) The 
others are sometimes even worse, mors irrational. All are connected with ^enater- 
wald. Freed was associated with Dane in the book of Executive Action, plagiarized 
from too spook "black book” ori gin all y L'Aiid/IToue hauls . Garrison, one of its in- 
tended victims, persuaded the authors to retitle it Farewell America . The book was 
produced by the French CIA, SBECE. I suspect real CIA involvement in it. Freed is 
currently stealing my wort: on the King case with *-'ohen when I declined to sign a 
contract that would have tied me up and down with no ftont money and no meaningful 
assurances of anything. He is working on a parlay movrcjrthe first on the EFK case, 
the second on Ming's assassination. Assuming Freed told mo the truth, foreign money 
is behind both. Cohen either can't distinguish between fact and fiction in his sup- 
posedly non-fiction writing or doesn't care. He comes from the Detroit area. 

In short, they are all fakers. 

This new stuff is not new except for some- detail. All has collapsed in the past, 
as McDonald's also did, I 2mve had the essence ia my files for years, is so in— 

credible I stopped collecting it. 

They .also have an assassin named Castillo. M e was also on the. second floor 
(the spot picked from the actual pictures in my s.cond. book) orlly ^ a different 
bui l di n g, the one directly east of the Texas School Book Depository Building. 

Castillo is supposed to have been programmed like a Manchurian Candidate, He 
allegedly had two roles, to shoot *■*» Kennedy and then to 3d.ll hiasftlf. He had six 
others in that one building with him on that one cf a number of "teams." (Switch 
on Saul/ to have killed Oswald, Castillo was to hsw been the patsy and to have 
self-destructed. ) This whole story was demolished years ago by the* Philippine 
police, who had arrested Castillo on other charges as I recall, I have a” file or. it. 
This tiiae there are a few added fictions in details and tapes. 

They also ht-vo the old Richard Case Sagoll stuff that Garrison had and of which 
-ill who wanted got copies. H'obody could do anything with it, including Garrison and 
Fensterwnld and former FBI agent named Tumor (one of Eccvr-r's f^fesaional thieves) 
as well as at least one Hixonite. K c gell is a story-book character, was intelli- 
•gence find he actually did survive the disintegration of as Electra plane some 
10, OCX) feet up in the Baltimore area. He appears to be as bright a 3 he does crazy, Eg 
is persuasive. Fensterwold wanted me to contact a contact of Kcgell'a years ago but 
the ploy was so incredible 2 would not take the time. Another spook type. Briefly 
Xagell claims to have had advenes knowledge of the plan to assassinate JFK and to have 
shot up a tank only to get himself jailed and thus to havs an alibi. The only way to 
establish an alibi? 

Tliis gang, while claiming also to be dealing with major publishers, also is 
going as public as it can. (I’ll have a report from another friend on this stuff 
probably tomorrow. A San ^rancisco reporter friend went down, to San DIsgc the day 
after the first one.) 'They have an appointment with Mike Madigcn on the Ch ur ch corn— 
mittee staff Wednesday, the same day the staffer with whom I spent Thursday morning 
is coming here, (a Senator was in on part of Thursday morning. He is an old. friend 
who g j.s coming up after returning fro® a European trip.) They have a basic nisunder- 
. £1 y bat the Church committee will and will not do. My lost Mortem provides 
theffOTi^ Che limit oi their interest. They simply will not attempt to "solve" the 
crime. -- they had 'the time, which they do not, biiey have the opposite intent. Their 




interest is in the way the executive agencies function, which is my focus uniquely. 
Only with r,hc .proofs of malfunction and the lurid details in documents* joot the ravings 
of the Eioiitally sick. 

fij® San Diego nuts also have an appointment with Attorney General Levi’s 
assistant for some time this coming week, I’ve forgotten the day. The LJ and the 
FBI are anxious tc collect all this garbage. It provides their one defense. Me 
"onald docs the same thing for thorn. 

this stuff is terrible stuff. Sach gang of fakers destroys the others if 
listened to. Mono of anything I have seen or heard of is even rosaoaable, leave 
lone possiole on rhs oasis o. that fact which is established as fact. 

liiare jias ueen a similar ploy in Atlanta on the King assassination. I think I 
have it traced to its sell— promoting sources. They are not the original source. 

Once again that secBss to be Fenstcrwaid. 

San Diego and Atlanta games seam to have enticed Lick Gregory. San Diego 
explicitly. What he and Ralph Schoemsan did for the Rockefeller Commissions ,.ith 

Fabrications all ripped off from the most dubious types seems not to have 
sufficed* Tlic(|r'did the Ford/ spook gob ana are doing it again, the one certain 
result of all this faking. 

Is what is meant by a "black book" becosy^ore apparent? 

^ ib a kCiiiii of ^opartoont cl I/isiiif oriiia ti, on operation that builds sympathy 

tne Ceils ti3 OX txlG LOO-iUs?* 

Ford was one of the more active ^embers of the Warren Commission. It is not by 
accident that he selected *elin, from this common past, to run the Rockefeller 
Commission. Belin is capable of anything, with sanctimony. Be personally framed 
the cases that seemed to put Oswald at the scene of both crimes and in each case 
pei soaally . suppressed tee evidence that proven it impossibleiixxeyskxaxsersx 
iord^ ArSw is the one cpioserciaiiser aau if you’ve read Whitewash IV you know how 
oivokedly anu illegally. Cz Asn . n a l .t y . lie can have prcbleas corns election tine. 

The name of Levi's assistant to be seen is Jpha Buckley. This io not an. un- 
common name but ir is that of the man who under the cods name "Fat JVclc* was cart o' 
Hunt's Watergating. Former FBI agent. “ * 

., is much more afoot, Like the assassination was by disgruntled members of 

tr,e families of those who died in the sub Thrasher. Also, like with I'lagel.l, leading 

0332 formally. On, yeah. Kagell was a double agent, 

*opkin reached Sy Eersh with this stuff. On a public playfors in St. Bcuis 
Hcrsh described ?opkin as "full of shit," direct quota. Fokin's current approaches 
elude uBc and Rolling tone, besides book publishers. Popkin was in Washington 
several weeks ago. Last week a separate CBS crew was in Calif. I've been keeping up 
on tnia because of the possibility (currently probability) of another videowhitswaah. 
f do nou Drank their show will fcold until ths scheduled Hvambsr data or that they 
can get away with another whitewash with what will be known by then. I may know sore 
uesuay »non tae researcher for the project's Hag assassination oart cones here.I 

do not tnxnk CBS will put this fortune on film to iiave it described as ns a printable 
varxaat ox shit* 

I've gone into this detail for your information and Barney's consideration. 



Best, 



Harold Weinberg 



cos Barney Eosset, Fred Jordan 




